ST AMBROSE, B. C.                        [Dsc. 7

The authentic history of this translation, written by John, at that time
archdeacon of Bari, by order of the archbishop, is extant in Surius.

St Nicholas is esteemed a patron of children, because he was from his
infancy a model of innocence and virtue, and to form that tender age to
sincere piety was always his first care and delight. To impress on the
minds of children perfect sentiments of devotion, religion, and all virtues,
with an earnestness in all duties, is a task often as delicate as it is important
Instructions must be made sensible and adapted by similes, parables, and
examples, to the weakness of their capacities. Above all, they are to be
enforced by the conduct of those with whom children converse. They
learn their maxims, imbibe their spirit, and are moulded upon their example.
A child which sees those who are about him love their own ease and ever
seek what best pleases their senses; still more, if he observes them to be
choleric, peevish, vain, slothful, or impatient, will naturally cherish these
passions and yield up the government of himself to them, instead of learning
by tractableness, humility, meekness, and self-denial, to subdue and govern
them. And so in all other points. Precepts and exhortations lose their
force when contradicted by example; and whilst the infant sees everyone
study to please himself in everything, in flat opposition to the rules of the
gospel which he hears preached from their mouths, he seems tacitly per-
suaded that such a conduct is reconcilable with those very maxims which
condemn it

The following feasts aye celebrated on December 6:

ST DTONYSIA, ST DATIVA and other martyrs: ST NICHOLAS, Archbishop of Myra in Asia,
in 342. He is Imown as " Thaumaturgas " or worker of miracles. The number of altars and
churches erected in his honour testify to his authority: ST PETER PASCHAL, Bishop of Jaen,
an illustrious member of the Order of Our Lady of Mercy, who devoted all his energies to the
ransom of captives and the conversion of the Mussulmans. In 1300 he " died a martyr in a
Moorish prison/'

DECEMBER 7

ST AMBROSE, BISHOP CONFESSOR, DOCTOR OF

THE CHURCH

(A.D. 397)

[From his works, and his short life written at the request of St Austin, by Paulinus, who was
his deacon and secretary at the time of his death, and was afterwards promoted to the priest-
hood. See also the Church historians of that age, and the histories of his life compiled by
Hennant, Tillemont, Rivet, Hist. Litter, de la France, t. i. part 2, p. 325; Vagliano,
Sommarip de Gliarcivescovi di Milano; and du Frische and Nic. le Nourri, the two Maurist
Benedictin editors of his works, in 1686, at the end of the second and last volume. See
also Archiepiscoporum Mediolanensium Series Critico-Chronologica, Auctore Jos. Saxio.
Bibl. Ambrosianae praefecto. Anno 1756.]

AN invincible courage and constancy in resisting evil is a necessary
ingredient of virtue, especially in the episcopal character. Gentleness,
meekness, humility, and obedience, make the servant of God ready to
yield and conform himself to everyone in things indifferent; but in those